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    3     Surveying Community
In  Task 2-2,  you learned more about what the team thinks about 
mosquitoes.  Now it  is  t ime to survey other people in your community 
to see what they know. This wi l l  help the team understand what 
people think about these var ious parts of  the mosquito problem. 
This survey wi l l  a lso provide evidence that wi l l  be useful  to 
understand what things people might not understand about 
mosquitoes.

In this task, the team will be focusing on the following questions from the 
question map in Task 1-10: What do people in our local community think 
and know about mosquitoes and mosquito-borne diseases? How can we 
effectively share and communicate mosquito-borne disease evidence with 
the community?

Go to the Task 2-3 folder and get the Survey and Meet the 
Team reading. Use the same version (A or B) of the survey 
the team used for the team survey in Task 1-3. 

1 .  Read the Meet the Team reading on Mosquito 
Misconceptions.  These are things people around 
the world commonly do not understand about 
mosquitoes. 

• Watch the Mosquito Hunter v ideo in the Task 2-3 
folder on the Smithsonian Learning Lab.   

2 .  Determine who the team wi l l  survey in 
the community.  The survey wi l l  help you 
understand any misconceptions in your 
community. 

a .  I f  you ’ re surveying your fami ly,  f r iends,  or 
people at school ,  decide who you wi l l  survey 
and why.

2-3

Objective Task  2 - 3

Use the field safety tips in 

the safety documents on 

Learning Lab before going 

out into the community to 

survey or interview people. 

Be polite, never go alone, 

and always be aware of your 

surroundings.   

Research Tip
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Hooray! You completed Task 2-3. Check it off the task list. Go to Task 2-4!

b.  You can survey more than one person i f  you want . 

c .  I f  you ’ re surveying someone in your community,  decide who this 
person is  and set up a way to  conduct or  provide them with the 
survey. 

d .  Whenever you ’ re surveying people in your community,  get 
permiss ion from your team leader before contact ing these people . 
Read through the safety documents concerning surveying or 
interv iewing people in the Task 2-3 folder. 

3 .  Determine how team members would l ike to conduct the survey.

a .  Oral  interv iew: You ask the quest ions and document the 
responses.

b.  Provide each person a paper vers ion of  the survey and have 
them complete the survey on their  own.

c .  I f  you have access to digita l  survey tools ,  f igure out how you 
could use them. Tools such as SurveyMonkey and Google Forms/
Docs can be used,  i f  avai lable .

d .  I f  you have another strategy that works best for  your team, do 
that!

4 .  Before you start  surveying people,  complete the fol lowing based 
on your team cla ims from Task 2-2.

Write a hypothesis about which form of communicat ion you think 
wi l l  be most avai lable to your community. 

Example:  Televis ion is  the most useful  way to communicate to the 
community.

5 .  Conduct the survey and br ing the results back to the next team 
meeting.  In Task 2-4,  the team wi l l  compi le and analyze the results 
of  parts one and two of these surveys.

2-3
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Task 2-3 Surveying Community—Mosquito A 

If technology is available, watch the videos in the 

Learning Lab Task folder to understand why it is 

important to learn about what your local community 

knows about mosquitoes, and how you can educate your 

community to help ensure health for all.  

 

 

  The survey starts on the next page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Task 2-3: Community Mosquito—Survey A 

Name:__________________________________ 

Part 1: Background Information 

Age:   

0-10 11-20 21-40 41-64 65+ 
 

 

Gender 

Male Female Non-binary/third 
gender 
 

Prefer to 
self-describe: 
___________ 

Prefer not 
to say 

 

  

What town do you live in? 

 
 

 

Is your home in the city, village, or rural? 

City Village Rural 
 

Other  

 

Availability of communication media in the house (check all that apply) 

Television 
 

Newspaper Radio Computer 

Tablet 
 

Internet Telephone Mobile phone 

SMS 
 

Social media Mobile phone with 
Internet 

Other 

 

Part 2: Community 

How well do you understand mosquitoes? 

1. Not at all 2. Hardly 3. Somewhat 4. Well 5. Very well  
 

 

How concerned are you about mosquitoes in your community? 

1. Not at all 2. Hardly 3. Somewhat 4. Concerned 5. Very concerned 
 

 



 

 

Part 3: Life 

Are both male and female mosquitoes able to transmit diseases to humans? 

Only male mosquitoes 
are able to transmit 
diseases to humans 

Only female mosquitoes 
are able to transmit 
diseases to humans 

Both male and 
female mosquitoes 
can transmit 
diseases to humans 

Not sure 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What time of the day do mosquitoes bite? (check all that apply) 

Day time Night time Morning Not sure 
 

 

Part 4: Transmission 

Can mosquito-borne diseases be transmitted simply by being near people who are sick? 

Yes, mosquito-borne diseases 
can be transmitted by being 
near people who are sick  

No, mosquito-borne diseases 
are not transmitted simply by 
being near people who are sick 
 
 

Not sure 
 
 
 

 

Can some mosquito-borne diseases be transmitted to other animals (birds, horses, dogs)? 

Yes, some mosquito-borne 
diseases can be transmitted to 
other animals 

No, mosquito-borne diseases 
cannot be transmitted to 
animals  
 
 

Not sure 
 
 
 

 

Part 5: Habitats 

Where do mosquitoes breed? (check all that apply) 

Still, stagnant water  Moving water 
 

Drain 
 

Water storage 
container 

Garbage 
 
 

Trash container Old tire Old car Old boat Holes in tree 
 
 

Animal shell Other 
 
 

Not sure   

 



 

 

 

 

Do you have any containers holding water, or low areas with standing water around your home? 

Yes No Not sure 
 

 

Part 6: Management 

Where do you receive information on mosquitoes in the community? (check all that apply) 

Personal 
experience/observation  

Family/friends 
 

School/university 
 

Television Radio 
 

Print/newspaper Social media Internet Mobile phone Doctors/health 
workers 
 

Government Other 
 
 

Not sure   

 

Do you currently take any action to prevent yourself from getting a mosquito-borne disease? 

Yes No Not sure 
 

If yes, please describe your action.  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Go back to Research Guide now 



 

 

Task 2-3 Surveying Community—Mosquito B 

If technology is available, watch the videos in the 

Learning Lab Task folder to understand why it is 

important to learn about what your local community 

knows about mosquitoes and how you can educate your 

community to help ensure health for all.  

 

 

  The survey starts on the next page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Task 2-3: Community Mosquito Survey—Mosquito B 

Name:_________________________________ 

Part 1: Background Information 

Age:   

0-10 11-20 21-40 41-64 65+ 
 

 

Gender 

Male Female Non-binary/third 
gender 
 

Prefer to 
self-describe: 
___________ 

Prefer not 
to say 

 

 

What town do you live in? 

 
 

 

Is your home in the city, village, or rural? 

City Village Rural 
 

Other  

 

Availability of communication media in the house (check all that apply) 

Television 
 

Newspaper Radio Computer 

Tablet 
 

Internet Telephone Mobile phone 

SMS 
 

Social media Mobile phone with 
Internet 

Other 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Part 2: Community 

Is this the first time someone has surveyed you about mosquitoes? 

Yes No Not sure 
 

 

How well do you understand mosquitoes? 

1. Not at all 2. Hardly 3. Somewhat 4. Well 5. Very well  
 

 

How concerned are you about mosquitoes in your community? 

1. Not at all 2. Hardly 3. Somewhat 4. Concerned 5. Very concerned 
 

 

During the worst times of the year, how severe are the mosquitoes around your home? 

1. Not severe 2. Minimal 3. Average 4. Fairly severe 5. Extremely 
severe  
 

 

During the worst times of the year, how many times do you get bitten by mosquitoes in a day? 

0 bites 1-5 bites 5-10 bites 10-20 bites 20-40 bites 
 

40+ bites  
 

 

What impact do mosquitoes have on your quality of life? 

Health Risk Nuisance No Impact Other  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Part 3: Life 

Are there different types of mosquitoes, or are they all the same? 

There are different types of 
mosquitoes 
 

They are all the same Not sure 
 
 
 

 

Are both male and female mosquitoes able to transmit diseases to humans? 

Only male mosquitoes 
are able to transmit 
diseases to humans 

Only female mosquitoes 
are able to transmit 
diseases to humans 

Both male and 
female mosquitoes 
can transmit 
diseases to humans 

Not sure 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What time of the day do mosquitoes bite? (check all that apply) 

Day time Night time Morning Not sure 
 

 

 

Where do mosquitoes get their food from? (check all that apply) 

Flowers Sap from plants Garbage 
 

Blood from animals Other Not sure 
 

 

Do mosquitoes lay eggs or give birth to developed mosquitoes? 

Lay eggs Developed mosquitoes Not sure 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Part 4: Transmission 

Can mosquito-borne diseases be transmitted simply by being near people who are sick? 

Yes, mosquito-borne diseases 
can be transmitted by being 
near people who are sick  

No, mosquito-borne diseases 
are not transmitted simply by 
being near people who are sick 
 
 

Not sure 
 
 
 

 

Can some mosquito-borne diseases be transmitted to other animals (birds, horses, dogs)? 

Yes, some mosquito-borne 
diseases can be transmitted to 
other animals 

No, mosquito-borne diseases 
cannot be transmitted to 
animals  
 
 

Not sure 
 
 
 

 

Part 5: Habitats 

Where do mosquitoes breed? Check all that apply 

Still stagnant water  Moving water 
 

Drain 
 

Water storage 
container 

Garbage 
 
 

Trash container Old tire Old car Old boat Holes in tree 
 
 

Animal shell Other 
 
 

Not sure   

 

Do you have any containers holding water, or low areas with standing water around your home? 

Yes No Not sure 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Part 6: Management 

Where do you receive information on mosquitoes in the community? (check all that apply) 

Personal 
experience/observation  

Family/friends 
 

School/university 
 

Television Radio 
 

Print/newspaper Social media Internet Mobile phone Doctors/health 
workers 
 

Government Other 
 
 

Not sure   

 

Which source do you most trust for accurate information about mosquito-borne diseases? 

Personal 
experience/observation 
  

Family/friends 
 

School/university 
 

Television Radio 
 

Print/newspaper Social media Internet Mobile phone Doctors/health 
workers 
 

Government Other 
 
 

Not sure   

 

Are you aware of the mosquito control services in the community? 

Yes No Not sure 
 

If yes, please describe which services. 
 
 
 
 

 

Do you currently take any action to prevent yourself from getting a mosquito-borne disease? 

Yes No Not sure 
 

If yes, please describe your action. 
 
 
 

 

How concerned are you about mosquito-borne diseases in your community in the future? 

1. Not concerned 2. Hardly 
concerned 

3. Somewhat 
concerned 

4. Concerned 5. Very concerned 
 

Go back to Research Guide now 
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What things do people commonly not understand about mosquitoes?

David Pecor - Research Technician - Walter Reed Biosystematics Unit 
(WRBU)

I have encountered one misconception constantly. This misconception is 
about how many different types of mosquitoes there are in the world. Some 
people think of the “mosquito” as a single type of insect. They think all 
mosquitos are the same throughout the world. In fact, there are thousands of 
different species of mosquitoes. Less than 10 percent of them play a role in 
the spread of disease. People must understand that there are different types 
of mosquitoes. Each type has different behaviors. The behaviors will directly 
affect how effective control measures will be. Most types of mosquitoes are 

not harmful to humans. They actually play essential roles in the environment as pollinators and food 
for other organisms. Even within the small number of mosquitoes that spread disease, behaviors vary 
widely (what and when they like to eat,  where they rest and reproduce). It is important that all people in 
a community understand these behaviors so they can design effective control strategies. What do people 
in your community think about mosquitoes? Ask them.

Meera Venkatesan - Malaria Technical Advisor - President’s Malaria Initiative 
- United States Agency for International Development (USAID)

Many people in countries with mosquito-borne diseases know about the 
mosquitoes that carry the disease. They also know how to protect themselves. 
However, there are still misconceptions about when to use a net. Sometimes 
people will only use the net during the rainy season. People do not know that 
malaria can be transmitted all year round. The goal is to get net use to be 
regular, day in and day out. This is so people receive maximum protection 
from mosquitoes. It is important that all people in a community understand 
these things about the mosquito problem. What do people in your community 

think about mosquitoes? Ask them.

Rusty Low - Senior Earth Scientist - Institute for Global Environmental 
Strategies

Many people have misunderstandings about mosquitoes. For example, most 
people do not realize adult mosquitoes feed on plants and nectar. Only the 
female mosquitoes of some species bites people. Some mosquitoes do not bite 
at all! For example, Toxorhynchites are day-flying mosquitoes that do not need 
a blood meal to produce eggs, so they do not bite. As larvae these mosquitoes 
eat the larvae of its own kind and also other possibly dangerous mosquitoes. 
They eat so much that when they mature, they are ready to lay eggs without 

a blood meal! So these are good mosquitoes! (Ever hear of a good mosquito?) These are important 
mosquitoes in our ecosystems. They naturally reduce the number of other problem mosquitoes, like 
those that can spread diseases if allowed to mature into adults. Many people also do not know that 
mosquito larvae do not transmit disease. Diseases are transmitted through bites from a female preparing 
to lay eggs. It is important that all people in a community understand these things about the mosquito 
problem. What do people in your community think about mosquitoes? Ask them.

Ta s k  2 - 3  S u r v e y i n g  C o m m u n i t y
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What things do people commonly not understand about mosquitoes?

Kelly Bennett - Biologist - Smithsonian Tropical Research 
Institute (STRI)

One misconception I encounter is that mosquito infestation 
can be successfully counteracted just with insecticides. This 
understanding causes many countries to rely only on this method 
to control mosquito-borne disease at great expense. However, due 
to the increase in insecticide resistance in mosquito populations 
worldwide, the application of chemical control is largely ineffective 
and can also have adverse environmental impacts. 

Lee Cohnstaedt - Research Entomologist - United States Department 
of Agriculture (USDA)

If we do not understand a problem, we cannot hope to solve it. 
Therefore, people cannot protect themselves or their pets if they fear 
mosquitoes or worse, the tools used to reduce mosquito populations. 
For example, many people fear using DEET and other repellents 
because they are chemicals. However, being bitten by an infected 

mosquito and contracting malaria or dengue is much worse than the minimal risk of 
protecting oneself. Individuals should always try to be educated about what works, how 
it works, and how to use it. Then they can balance the risks between personal protection 
and exposure to chemicals.    

Bridget Giles - Research Assistant Professor - Virginia Modeling 
Analysis & Simulation Center at Old Dominion University

Many people have misunderstandings concerning mosquito-
borne diseases that affect their behaviors. Some people believe, 
“Oh, it will never happen to me” when it comes to getting bitten 
by a mosquito with a harmful virus like Zika.  Therefore they do 
not take protective measures, like putting on insect repellent or 
wearing long pants and long-sleeve shirts.  One challenge people 

are currently working on is a safe and effective Zika vaccine.  Although pregnant women 
are usually excluded from vaccine research, pregnant women are at the center of the 
Zika epidemic, so bioethics groups have to really weigh the pros and cons of including 
pregnant women in Zika vaccine research. It will then be very important for this 
information to be understood by the public to move forward appropriately.  
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Mosquito Hunter - Frontline Video 
Description:  
Good video to present overview of mosquito problem and community 
involvement. 
https://youtu.be/0n6VtSam9To 

 


